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ABOUT YOUR BAND

Aduran: The nzme of our bend is Rise of the Lion. The
reason why | cho: ame s it best represented this
band in this ti iod. | think that if wi € making
music in the sixti ‘wouldn't have
worked. The message of the songs would be torally
different. It also has a lot personal meaning

Charles: Aduran and George were initislly in 3 band
called Art of Execution based in Mississauga. Whi he
band was on hiatus, | met Aduran through a series of
fortuitous events. We started waorking on songs in the
summer of 2008, and 6 months following George
joined and we've been together ever since.

GENRE

Charles: We incorporate elements from metal, funk
and biues to creste & style that is different, but our
sound will remain first and foremaost rock and roll.

HOW CAN PEOPLE RELATE TO YOU

George: Our music can relate To the working class. It's
about daily life and the problems mest pecple face
It's not about partying and being rich and famous.

Charles: We try to encompass the best of the last 30
years of rock music and put a modern twist 1o it. As
George said, our music is bout the usual daily
uggles that everyone faces. It's about standing up for
yourself and thinking for yourself

INSTRUMENTS

George: Currently, | am using an Ibanez 5 string, which |
run through an Ampeg SVT Classic and a 4x10 cab. It
has & nice warm sound, but the best thing about it is
that it weighs more than | o,

Aduran: No, brand loyalty is nct an issue for me. For
the recording of our album | used a vintage Gibsan SG.
For live performances, | use both the Gibsan SG for
aropped tuning and an American Fender Te er for
standard tuning. | chose the instruments | play now
simply because they sound great through a Marshall
Stack

played
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Charles: Speaking for myself, Ill use 3 toss-up of
different brands and I'm not sold to one over another.
My kit is a Bubinga Starclassic with red mahogany
finish. The snare is a Yamaha Maple Sensitive with a
natural wood finish. And the cymbals are a mix of
Paiste’s, Sabian's and Bospharus. My favorite parts of
the kit are the kick and the depth of the tone | get from
it and the crack and aggressive attack | get from the
snare

'WHAT ARE YOUR SONGS ABOUT

Aduran: For our self-titled album, all the songs deal
with the theme of Rise of the Licn. We have songs that
talk about self-confidence, greed and religion. Overall, |
like to take negative things | see or have around me
and make them positive. For the naxt album, which we
alreacy stamed werking on, will have an entirely
different theme and feel to it

our Toronto CD release, and som:
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SHOULD MUSICIANS WRITE THEIR OWN
SONGS?

Charles: Yes. It's what makes you an artist as
opposed toa star.

Aduran: In my cpinion yes. Writing a song is a greater
accomplishment than playing someone else’s song to a
T. Let's take some pop stars for exsmple. Some of
them flip through a catalogue of songs, and choose the
best songs that suit their image. Or you have others
that sample the great music of the past and don't give
proper recognition to those | respect musicians
that struggle to create a sound or words that are
timeless or have had their place in time

'WHO WRITES YOUR SONGS?

Chartes: Usually one of us will come up with 2 starting
riff, or beat (most times Aduran) and the others will put
their spin on it and we'll take it from there

George: Well, it starts with an intro riff, and then goes
10 3 pre-verse riff, followedby 2 verse riff__ Then, into a
charus riff which flows back into the verse riff, then
gets broken down into 2 bridge riff followed by the
breakdown, back into the chorus riff, the as into
the pre-outro fiff, which then drops heavily into the
outro... Finally, the guitar finishes things off with a
sustained ringing of the final chord._... with a twist of
lemont

SHOULD BANDS BE ALL-ORIGINAL?

Charles: Doing @ cover is good way To get the crowd
going. Anything more than that would be taking the
easy way.

George: Most major rock bands have done covers at a
point or another. That doesm't make the rest of their
songs any less good. Sometimes, you 2l love 2 song
and there’s nothing wrong paying homage to it.

'WHAT ARE REHEARSALS LIKE?

Charles: Practices ere at set times. We actuzlly have a
rule. Band Rule (3) subsection (a): “If you're late, sven
by 2 minute, you have to buy beer for the other guys.”
Atfirst, we would have atleast one guy armiving late, 5o
the first few months after introducing this rule were
not too product ., | would sometimes be late on
purpose just so we could have beer during practice

Aduran: Yeah, it almost turned me into an lcoholic.
You know you have 3 problem when beer tastes like
#ruit punch.

ARE YOU PLAYING THE FAME GAME?

George: To 3 certain point... Fame is what you make it
For someone, fame could be being recognized locally as
a skilled musician and artist. For others, it could be
having your face plastered on all the tabloids

Aduran: If fame means | can support my family by
doing what | love, then yes it is Important to me
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WOULD YOU EVER CONSIDER STARING A
FUNDING PROJECT WITH A SITE LIKE
KICKSTARTER OR ROCKETHUB?

There are kids in Africa who have aids and

theyre hungry right now. I'm hungry

because I'm a musician. And 'm mi

because, I'm 2 song

miserable. | think that any band,

oolest thing. Althy

the

end money on

anything, other than my art.

With quite a bit of difficulty| have financed

four records on my own. Like mind you,
off and I'm reall

ring but | d

¥m working my
don't want to say suf
for on of actually
accepting charity w are hungry
aids ridden children in Africa, or even just
I iline:

vere like in

e're bitching about now

people with s ment
the cities tha

have any money in type stuff.

hind that. | real

ARE YOU PLAYING THE FAME GAME?
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